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The centre for International Digital Elevation Models is 
one of six centres of the International Gravity Field 
Service (IGFS) of the International Association of Geo-
desy (IAG).  

Terms of Reference 
 
 •  To collect digital elevation model datasets and meta-

data and provide links to distributed sources in order 
to facilitate access to DEM data and analysis tools 

 •  To provide an information hub for other relevant 
information 

 •  To acquire software and link to existing software 
archives with an emphasis on open source code 

 •  To provide information on relevant space missions 
 •  To provide tutorial information to facilitate access 

both to data and to relevant analysis techniques  
 •  To ensure effective dissemination of research outputs 

and information to laboratories and research institutes 
worldwide 

 
The requirements for topographic mapping are continu-
ally escalating as increased computing power and the 
enhanced interest in planet-wide data mean that studies 
once performed at a regional level are increasingly being 
performed at continental or even global scales. The need 
for access both to DEM data and to data manipulation 
software, coupled with rapid dissemination of relevant 
research results is ever more urgent. There is a require-
ment for support of small groups working in this field 
and to assist networking of geographically distributed 
researchers. 
 
Accordingly, the IDEMS centre aims to facilitate access 
to data sources and associated meta-data, providing a 
central reference point and, crucially, to create a nexus 
for networking; particularly for individual researchers 
and small groups working with these data. 
 

The IDEMS centre places a particular emphasis on water 
representation in DEMS. The representation of inland 
surface water within DEMS and its temporal variation is 
increasingly required both by research groups and to 
inform water resource management: accordingly infor-
mation on this topic, together with links to existing data 
sources and research programmes is included on the 
IDEMS website. 
 
 

 


