
 

Levallois Medal Citation for Carl Christian Tscherning 

 
 

 

Laudatio 

Fernando Sansò, Honorary President 
 

 
Carl Christian Tscherning 

Jean Jacques Levallois was a great geodesist; both a great 
scientist (just remember his book and the European 
height datum ED50) and a great organizer (he had been 
IAG Secretary General for sixteen years). To honour him, 
IAG has been awarding a medal in his name, either for 
outstanding scientific merit or for exemplary service to 
the Association. This year, one can hardly find any 
colleague meeting these qualifications better than Carl 
Christian Tscherning. Christian has been working for 
decades on the scientific side, making it possible to apply 
in practice a difficult theoretical idea of Moritz and 
Krarup in gravity field estimation. He expanded the theo-
retical basis of least-squares collocation and implemented 
it into a piece of software (GEOCOL), which has been 
enormously influential and widely used by the geodetic 
community. At the same time, he has served the Associa-
tion as Editor-in-Chief of Bulletin Géodésique for eight 

years and then as the Secretary General for another 
twelve years.  

We are therefore fully convinced that IAG’s choice for 
the Levallois medal this year will not only honour J.J. 
Levallois but also inspire the younger generation of geo-
desists to follow his example, just as Carl Christian 
Tscherning has done so well. 

 

Answer by the recipient of the 
Levallois Medal 2007, 

C. C. Tscherning, 
to the Laudatio by F. Sansò 

I am very pleased to receive the Levallois Medal, and I 
want to use this opportunity to describe an incident 
related to J. J. Levallois and myself during the General 
Assembly in Grenoble in 1975. At that time copies of 
papers were delivered by hand or mailed to the Secretary 
General, i.e. Levallois, with address at the General 
Assembly. The many stacks of papers were stored in the 
office of the Secretary General and distributed after the 
paper had been presented. 

This procedure made me (at that time 33 years old) very 
angry, because I wanted to read the papers before the 
presentation, so that I could comment (criticize) on the 
presentation. I complained, and said youthfully to 
Levallois that this was very badly organized. He got mad 
at me and said: “When you one day become Secretary 
General, you can try to do better”. 

Now, today I must say that nobody could have done 
better than Levallois neither administratively as Secretary 
General nor as a geodetic scientist. It is therefore a 
special pleasure for me to receive the medal which 
carries his name. 

C. C. Tscherning 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


