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IAG Symposia Series

http://www.springer.com/series/1345 

Editor-in-Chief: Jeff Freymueller (USA) 
Assistant Editor-in-Chief: Laura Sanchez (Germany) 

Overview

The IAG Symposia Series is a book series of peer-reviewed proceedings of selected IAG 
Symposia organized by the International Association of Geodesy. It deals primarily with topics 
related to Geodesy as applied to the Earth Sciences and Engineering: terrestrial reference frame, 
Earth gravity field, geodynamics and Earth rotation, positioning and engineering applications. 
Volumes are available online at the Springer web site (http://www.springer.com/series/1345), 
since volume 101 (Global and Regional Geodynamics, 3-5 August 1989), published in 1990. 
Most recent volumes are also available from the Springer web site as e-Books. Articles 
published in the IAG Symposia Series since 2000 are indexed by the major indexing service 
(Scopus, Web of Science). All IAG-sponsored Symposia and meetings are required by the IAG 
Bylaws to publish a proceedings volume in the series, although this requirement has not been 
enforced in recent years. 

Following the IUGG General Assembly in Prague (July 2015), the new Editor-in-Chief is 
Jeffrey Freymueller, with Laura Sanchez serving as the Assistant Editor-in-Chief. The review 
procedure is carried out using the Spring Editorial Manager system 
(http://www.editorialmanager.com/iags). Editors are selected for each symposium from the list 
of conveners, taking into account the number of expected symposium manuscripts. 
Specifications for authors are provided to all authors through the Springer web site.  

Starting in 2019, all future volumes of the series will be Open Access. Submission statistics had 
been trending downward for a number of years, but we think the decline will be reversed with 
the change to Open Access. 

There was a plan to rename the series to the “IAG Topical Series”, but this proved infeasible. 
The name change would have caused a substantial lag in indexing, and it was clear that indexing 
was of critical importance to the authors. After long negotiations, IAG and Springer finally 
agreed on terms for a contract for the future, and this will be signed soon by the IAG Secretary 
General. 

Structure and activities 

The following paragraphs provide information on the IAG symposia volumes published or 
under review process in the 2015-2019. Three new volumes were published from Symposia 
held during the last 4 years, with two more in progress. In addition, Pascal Willis handled the 
final stages of the volumes for meetings held prior to the Prague IUGG, which were finally 
published after 2015. They are reported here for completeness (in a smaller font). Editorial work 
is nearly complete on one of the two volumes in progress, and will be completed very soon (the 
author will either submit revisions soon or the paper will be withdrawn). About 2/3 of the papers 
are finalized in the other one. We are currently preparing the material for Springer for the 
Montreal IUGG volume, and should have that turned in by the end of this meeting. 
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Volumes 

Volume 142 
International Symposium on VIII Hotine-Marussi Symposium on Mathematical Geodesy  
Rome, Italy, June 17-21, 2013 
Editors: Nico Sneeuw, Pavel Novàk, Mattia Crespi, Fernando Sansò 
Published 

Volume 143 
Scientific Assembly of the International Association of Geodesy: IAG 150 Years  
Potsdam, Germany, September 1-6, 2013 
Editor: Pascal Willis 
Published 

Volume 144 
3rd International Symposium on Gravity Field Service (IGFS) 
Shanghai, China, June 30-July 6, 2014 
Editor: Shuanggen Jin 
Published 

Volume 145 
International Symposium on Geodesy for Earthquake and Natural Hazards (GENAH) 
Matsushima, Japan, July 22-26, 2014 
Editor: Manabu Hashimoto 
Published 

Volume 146 
International Symposium on Reference Frames for Applications in Geosciences (REFAG2014) 
Kirchberg, Luxembourg, October 13-17, 2014 
Editor: Tonie van Dam 
Published 

Volume 147 
Earth and Environmental Sciences for Future Generations (2015 IUGG General Assembly) 
Prague, Czech Republic, June 22 – July 2, 2015 
Editors: Jeffrey T. Freymueller, Laura Sanchez 
Published in 2018, 43 papers 

Volume 148 
International Symposium on Gravity, Geoid and Height Systems 2016 (GGHS16) 
Thessaloniki, Greece, September 2016 
Editors: Riccardo Barzaghi, Roland Pail, George Vergios 
Published in 2019, 27 papers. 

Volume 149 
International Symposium on Advancing Geodesy in a Changing World 
IAG-IASPEI Scientific Assembly, Kobe Japan 
Editors: Jeffrey T. Freymueller, Laura Sanchez 
Published in 2019, 23 papers. 
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Volume 150 
Fiducial Reference Measurements for Altimetry: 
Proceedings of the International Review Workshop on Satellite Altimetry Cal/Val Activities 
and Applications 
17 manuscripts submitted 
 2 rejected or withdrawn 
 1 still waiting for author revision 
Publication expected in late 2019 

Volume 151 
Proceedings of the IX Hotine-Marussi Symposium 
31 manuscripts submitted 
 6 rejected or withdrawn 
 11 still in review 
 14 accepted 
Will include a rather long review (highlight) paper by Fernando Sanso. 
Publication expected in 2019 or 2020 

Volume 152 
IUGG Montreal 
Submissions to open in July 2019 

Review Process 

All submissions are screened automatically using the using the iThenticate software, which is 
designed to detect plagiarism and self-plagiarism. Self-plagiarism is by far the most common 
such problem. The iThenticate software can be fooled at times, and some cases of fairly high 
overlap can be harmless (for example, reference citations can be flagged as overlaps, and it is 
hard to avoid some overlaps in sections that summarize mathematics). We did not reject outright 
any submissions in 2015-2017, but we always alerted the editors. In one case, an author was 
requested to revise the paper to reduce overlap prior to sending it to reviewers.  

For each manuscript, two independent experts are selected by the editors to review the 
submitted manuscript. Based on the returned reviewers reports, the editor makes a decision, 
which needs to be confirmed by the Editor-in-Chief. To improve communication with the 
authors, monthly reports are sent out by the Editorial Manager system. Information emails are 
also sent out to authors, while papers are handled by Springer Production, until their final 
publication online and in print. 

Indexing 

We discovered a couple of years ago that the indexing of recent volumes of the series was not 
complete. Indexing is of critical importance to potential authors. The solution to this problem 
was for us to repeatedly remind Springer to submit the volumes for indexing. We were able to 
solve this problem for the volumes that had been skipped as well, so to the best of our 
knowledge all published volumes have been indexed. 
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An Attempted Name Change – Cancelled 

About two years ago, IAG took the decision to rename the series as the “IAG Topical Series”. 
However, this decision had to be reversed. Unfortunately, it would have caused problems with 
the indexing, which would have been fatal to the health of the series. Thus, we have in the end 
kept the same name. 

Jeff Freymueller’s move to Michigan State University 

Last fall, Jeff Freymueller moved to Michigan State University, after 23 years at the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks. The move took a lot of time over the summer and fall, and Laura Sanchez very 
ably took over handling most of the editorial work during this time. This included the final handling 
of the Kobe volume, and the key work on the two current volumes. We will work on a good 
distribution of responsibilities for the upcoming Montreal volume and those from future meetings. 

Future Outlook 

Open Access 

As mentioned above, all future volumes of the series will be Open Access. The contract with 
Springer has been negotiated (by the Secretary General), and is ready to be signed. In addition, 
IAG will more forcefully enforce the requirement that IAG Symposia publish a Proceedings 
volume. We expect more authors will be interested in submitting because of Open Access, and 
the new contract model makes it feasible to publish the small volumes that would likely result 
from smaller meetings. All in all, it is a much better economic model for us, with the additional 
advantage of Open Access. 

Based on the recent experience, we expect that most volumes will be in the range of 150-200 
pages, except for the IUGG meeting and perhaps the IAG meeting volumes. 

We are in the process of writing up new guidelines for the conveners of IAG Symposia. The 
key point is that they should include US $50 per registrant in their registration fee to pay for 
the publication of the proceedings volume. Springer will invoice the organizers directly, so the 
Editor-in-Chief will collect the information needed from the organizers and send it to Springer. 

In the event that the money collected from the registration fees is not enough to pay for the 
volume, then IAG would have to step in any pay the remainder. But we think this is not very 
likely given the structure of the contract. 

As papers will be electronic and Open Access, they also can be published as soon as they have 
been accepted. We think this will make the publication process much faster than in the past, 
although the final compilation into an e-book will have to wait until all papers have been handled. 

Future Volumes 

We plan to have the Book proposal form and the information needed for the submissions portal 
sent to Springer by the end of this meeting. This should allow the submissions portal to be 
opened before the end of July. We plan an initial submissions deadline of September 15. Even 
with expected extensions to the deadline, this should allow the review process to be well 
underway before the AGU + holidays disruptions kick in. 
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Recurring problems 

1. With almost every volume we find one AE who simply will not do anything, or where 
there is some considerable difficulty or delay. It is always a different person each time (we 
do not go back to troublesome people), and sometimes there is an innocent cause like a 
change of email address. But sometimes people agree to do it and then do not do the work. 
In some cases, Laura and I have had to take over the AE role ourselves. This is not ideal, 
but one of us can serve as AE and the other make the Editor-in-Chief decision. 

2. Reviewers. Finding responsive reviewers is often a challenge, although the majority of 
people do a good job when given reminders. But there are always some papers delayed by 
this. We have set up automated reminders, but we also depend on the AEs to remind 
reviewers. Checking on everything is simply a time-consuming task. 

Recommendations 

We reported on some recommendations in our 2017 report, and these have been acted upon. 
We now have Open Access for the series, and a more clear procedure for who Springer will 
invoice for each volume. At this point we have no further recommendations, and we need to see 
how the changes play out. 


