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IAG Symposia Series/IAG Topical Series
http://www.springer.com/series/1345 

Editor-in-Chief: Jeff Freymueller (USA) 
Assistant Editor-in-Chief: Laura Sánchez (Germany) 

Overview

The IAG Symposia Series is a book series of peer-reviewed proceedings of selected IAG 
Symposia organized by the International Association of Geodesy. It deals primarily with 
topics related to Geodesy as applied to the Earth Sciences and Engineering: terrestrial 
reference frame, Earth gravity field, geodynamics and Earth rotation, positioning and 
engineering applications. We plan to rename the series to the “IAG Topical Series” in the 
future. 

Volumes are available online at the Springer web site 
(http://www.springer.com/series/1345), since volume 101 (Global and Regional 
Geodynamics, 3-5 August 1989), published in 1990. Most recent volumes are also available 
from the Springer web site as e-Books. It must be noted that articles published in the IAG 
Symposia Series since 2000 are referenced in the ISI Web of Knowledge, implying that their 
citations are used in the ISI Web of Science (Thomson SCI). A request was sent to Scopus 
(Elsevier) to add this book series of peer-reviewed proceedings to their database. Recently, I 
learned that some of the recent volumes have no yet been indexed by these services, and we 
will address this problem soon. Until 2015, the de facto Editor-in-Chief of this series is the 
IAG President, but the IAG Statutes and By-Laws were then changed to appoint a separate 
Editor-in-Chief. 

 Following the IUGG General Assembly in Prague (July 2015), the new Editor-in-Chief 
is Jeffrey Freymueller, with Laura Sanchez serving as the Assistant Editor-in-Chief. The 
review procedure is carried out using the Spring Editorial Manager system 
(http://www.editorialmanager.com/iags), which allows full electronic manuscript submission 
and management of the peer-review process. Editors are selected for each symposium from 
the list of convenors, taking into account the number of expected symposium manuscripts. 
Specifications for authors are provided to all authors through the Springer web site. These 
specifications include the length of article and format description. Written procedures are also 
provided to all editors to allow a fair and homogeneous review process within all sessions and 
within all the IAG Symposia. For each manuscript, two independent experts are selected by 
the editors to review the submitted manuscript. Based on the returned reviewers reports, the 
editor makes a decision, which needs to be confirmed by the Editor-in-Chief. To improve 
communication with the authors, monthly reports are sent out by the Editorial Manager 
system. Information emails are also sent out to authors, while papers are handled by Springer 
Production, until their final publication online and in print. 

Structure and activities 

The following paragraphs provide information on the IAG symposia volumes published or 
under review process in the 2015-2017. Pascal Willis handled the final stages of all of the 
volumes prior to the Prague IUGG. Most of these were nearly completed before 2015, but 
delayed due to publication delays within Springer. Others still had some remaining editorial 
work, mostly on the final few straggling papers. 
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Volumes 

Volume 142 
International Symposium on VIII Hotine-Marussi Symposium on Mathematical Geodesy  
Rome, Italy, June 17-21, 2013 
Editors: Nico Sneeuw, Pavel Novàk, Mattia Crespi, Fernando Sansò 
Published 
Volume 143 
Scientific Assembly of the International Association of Geodesy: IAG 150 Years  
Potsdam, Germany, September 1-6, 2013 
Editor: Pascal Willis 
Published 
Volume 144 
3rd International Symposium on Gravity Field Service (IGFS) 
Shanghai, China, June 30-July 6, 2014 
Editor: Shuanggen Jin 
Published 
Volume 145 
International Symposium on Geodesy for Earthquake and Natural Hazards (GENAH) 
Matsushima, Japan, July 22-26, 2014 
Editor: Manabu Hashimoto 
Published 
Volume 146 
International Symposium on Reference Frames for Applications in Geosciences 
(REFAG2014) 
Kirchberg, Luxembourg, October 13-17, 2014 
Editor: Tonie van Dam 
Published 
Volume 147 
Earth and Environmental Sciences for Future Generations (2015 IUGG General Assembly) 
Prague, Czech Republic, June 22 – July 2, 2015 
Editors: Jeffrey T. Freymueller, Laura Sanchez 
Publication expected in fall 2017 
Volume 148 
International Symposium on Gravity, Geoid and Height Systems 2016 (GGHS16) 
Thessaloniki, Greece, September 2016 
Editors: Riccardo Barzaghi, Roland Pail, George Vergios 
Publication expected in 2018 

Review Process 

All submissions are screened automatically using the using the iThenticate software, which 
is designed to detect plagiarism and self-plagiarism. Self-plagiarism is by far the most 
common such problem. The iThenticate software can be fooled at times, and some cases of 
fairly high overlap can be harmless (for example, reference citations can be flagged as 
overlaps, and it is hard to avoid some overlaps in sections that summarize mathematics). We 
did not reject outright any submissions in 2015-2017, but we always alerted the editors. In one 
case, an author was requested to revise the paper to reduce overlap prior to sending it to 
reviewers. 
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After the Prague volume, we reduced the number of reviewers needed from 3 to 2. The 
main reason for this was the time involved – with each additional reviewer there is an 
additional possibility of delay as the reviewer is slow to respond to invitation, slow to review, 
etc. This change worked well for the GGHS2016 volume. With two reviewers there is a 
chance that the reviews will be significantly in conflict, although I personally found this to be 
true sometimes even with 3 reviewers. In this case, the handling editor can call on his or her 
own expertise, or ask for an additional review. 

Future Outlook 

Laura Sanchez and I have worked out an effective division of labor, although we were a 
bit slow in getting started on the Prague volume. We are keeping track of each other’s 
schedules so that we can step in for the other, and in routine periods I am doing the editorial 
decisions on papers and Laura is doing the reminders to editors. 

Last year Springer implemented a series of automated reminders for editors, similar to 
those used for Journal of Geodesy. This has made it easier to keep on track. Reviewers who 
don’t reply, or who are late, are difficult for many editors to keep track of without regular 
reminders. 

All work from the IAG side is now complete on all volumes up through the Prague 
volume, and we are simply waiting for all production to be complete. Pascal Willis completed 
all editorial work on these volumes. I think in all cases, all papers are final and now we are 
only waiting for Springer to finalize the publication.  

Springer has had a significant delay in moving from completed editorial work (from our 
point of view) to published books. Their say technical and internal problems have now been 
resolved, and we anticipate publication of the remaining volumes soon. 

We have investigated the possibility of making the IAG Topical Series open access, which 
would make it considerably more attractive to potential authors. However, as of now the cost 
of this is still too high. We are in the process of negotiating a new contract with Springer, for 
purely e-book publication of all future volumes. 

Submission Statistics 

The number of submission greatly depends of the number of IAG Symposia per year and 
also on the number of manuscripts submitted to each meeting. In general, the number of 
submissions appears to be down from past years. This probably reflects the many publication 
options that authors have, and their growing preference for higher profile publications, as 
compared to a Symposia series. 

Table 1: Number of manuscripts submitted to recent IAG Symposia. Two earlier symposia are also given for comparison. 

IAG 
Symp. 
volume

IAG Symposium Location Date Number of 
submissions

(articles) 
147 IAG General 

Assembly 
Prague, Czech 
Republic 

June 22 – July 2, 2015 61

148 GGHS 2016 Thessaloniki, Greece September 2016 34
139 IAG General 

Assembly 
Melbourne, 
Australia 

June 28 – July 1, 2011 109

140 GGHS2012 Venice, Italy October 9-12, 2012 61


