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In 1828, J.J. Baeyer published a paper with C.F. Bessel
proposing collaboration between East Prussia and Russia
on long arc measurements. The life’s work of General
Baeyer to promote international geodesy was finally
realized following an initiative “Über die Größe und
Figur der Erde” submitted to the King of Prussia in April
1861. In his memorandum J. J. Baeyer suggested that the
states of Europe should work together to measure the size
and shape of the Earth and proposed methods to achieve
this aim. The origin of the International Association of
Geodesy (IAG) goes back to 1862, the year, in which the
“Mitteleuropäische Gradmessung”, predecessor of the
IAG, was established. The first “General Conference of
the Representatives to the Mitteleuropäische Gradmessung” (Central European Arc Measurement) took
place in Berlin in 1864, which might be considered as the
forerunner of the General Assemblies of the IAG.
The IAG has a long history which is well documented by
a number of papers, see e.g. Angus-Leppan (1984 a, b,
1992), Beutler (2004), Beutler et al. (2004), Mueller
(1990, 1992, 1997), Levallois (1980), Louis (1992),
Schwarz (2000), Torge (1996, 2005), Whitten (1988). My
interest is to collect some main information connected to
the IAG history in tables and to make a few related tables
complete, cf. Levallois (1980).

1. Assemblies of the IAG
1.1 General Conferences and Assemblies
The first General Conference of the “Mitteleuropäische
Gradmessung”, being the forerunner of IAG, took place
in Berlin in 1864, where also a Central Bureau (CB) was
established. By 1867 the name of the organization had

changed to “Europäische Gradmessung”. Since this organization developed well, therefore in 1886 it was
extended to the “Internationale Erdmessung”, or International Geodetic Association (or in French: Association
Internationale de Géodésie). In 1919, the Association was
a founding member of a larger scientific group and
became the Section of Geodesy of the International
Union of Geodesy and Geophysics (IUGG). Due to the
changes of the IUGG’s statutes, the name of the organization changed first to the Association of Geodesy, then
in 1946 to the current name, International Association of
Geodesy.
The General Assembly (earlier General Conference) is a
very important date and event in the administrative and
scientific life of the Association. Since 1922 the General
Assembly (GA) of the IAG is held concurrently with the
IUGG’s GA at the same time and same place. (The first
IUGG’s GA was in 1922.) Since 1963, the IUGG/IAG
GAs are held every four years. The IUGG GAs are numbered with Roman numerals, thus the next GA will be
number XXV (25th) in Melbourne, Australia in 2011.
This will be the 43rd GA of the IAG from the very
beginning General Conference in Berlin, in 1864. Table 1
lists the years and locations of IAG’s GAs as well as the
previous names of the IAG.
1.2 Scientific Assemblies
The IAG Scientific Assemblies (SAs) are generally held
mid-way during the period between two meetings of the
IUGG/IAG GA. An SA usually consists of a group of
scientific symposia and a group of component meetings,
held at the same time and place. The first SA (which was
called that time as General Meeting) was held in Japan in

1982 and the next one will be in Argentina in 2009 (see
Table 2).

2. Officers and Office of the IAG
2.1 Past IAG Presidents and Secretaries General
Based on the publications of Levallois (1980), Kukkamäki
(1980) and Joselyn (2007), Table 3 and 4 list the past
IAG Presidents and Secretaries General. Brief biographical memoirs of former Presidents and Secretaries
General are in The Geodesist’s Handbooks and available
in the new IAG website.
2.2 Hosts of the IAG Central Bureau
By the new IAG By-Laws (§37) the Secretary General is
assisted by an IAG Office established by the Association
in the country in which the Secretary General resides.
Currently this Office is hosted by the Deutsches
Geodätisches Forschungsinstitut (DGFI) in Munich,
Germany. The name of this office before the last GA in
Perugia in 2007 was called as Central Bureau (CB), or as
Secretariat in the early of last century. The IAG Office is
(earlier CB or Secretariat was) the secretariat of the
Bureau and the Executive Committee (EC, which was
earlier called as Permanent Commission). It maintains
organization and liaison for the Association and is
responsible for financial management, organizing and
running of GAs, etc. The IAG Office (or CB) is directed
by the Secretary General, who has one or more Assistant
Secretaries. In the first period of IAG, the CB was headed
by nominated directors, as J.J. Baeyer between 1864 and
1885, and F.R. Helmert between 1886 and 1917. Table 5
lists the hosts of the IAG’s Central Bureau.

3. Editors-in-Chief of the IAG Official
Journals
3.1 Editors-in-Chief of the Journal of Geodesy
At the GA in Rome in May of 1922, the delegates made a
decision for the publication of Bulletin Géodésique (BG).
For 74 years, BG has been the official journal of the
Section of Geodesy of the IUGG and subsequently of the
IAG. Published by the IAG Central Bureau in Paris until
1990, it was taken over the Springer publishing house.
In 1975 the manuscripta geodaetica (MG) was launched
by Kremers Verlag under a spiritual leadership of Professor Erik W. Grafarend, to provide a place to publish
longer manuscripts and for the fast publication of author
produced manuscripts. The MG was also established for
the international publication of contributions from the
field of geodesy. From 1988 the MG was also published
by the Springer-Verlag.

As of the beginning of 1991, i.e. Vol. 65, No. 1. BG and
MG had a joint editorial board. On the basis of a common
interest of the IAG Executive Committee (EC) and
Springer-Verlag expressed in merging the two journals,
beginning from January 1, 1996 the new official organ of
the IAG, Journal of Geodesy (JoG) replaced the BG and
MG. Therefore, the JoG is the continuation and merger of
the BG and MG. The volume numbering of the BG is
carried on. For the list of the Editors-in-Chief see
Table 6.
3.2 Editors of the Geodesist’s Handbook
On the basis of a decision of the IAG EC, from 1980 the
BG (and currently the JoG) publishes, after every GA, a
special issue called The Geodesist’s Handbook which is
devoted to a detailed description of the Association. It
provides the actual information on the Association,
including the reports of the President and Secretary
General presented at the previous IAG GA meeting, the
resolutions taken at that meeting, and the Association
structure listing components and sub-components for the
running period, rules for the IAG Fund, IAG Awards and
for the conduct of scientific meetings as well as relevant
scientific information. The Editors (see Table 7) were
nominated by the IAG EC. This issue is the eighth one in
a series appeared up to now.

4. Awards Established by the IAG
The IAG EC established prestigious awards for outstanding contributions to geodesy and distinguished
service to the Association. The rules for the awards are
published in The Geodesist’s Handbooks. These awards
and their winners are as follows.
4.1 The Guy Bomford Prize
The Guy Bomford Prize is awarded by the IAG for outstanding contribution to Geodesy. It was established by
the British National Committee for Geodesy and Geophysics to mark the contributions to geodesy of Brigadier
G. Bomford, formerly of the University of Oxford and an
IAG Past President. It has been inaugurated by the IAG in
1975. The Prize is normally awarded at intervals of four
years on the occasion of the IAG’s GA.
The Guy Bomford Prize is awarded to a young scientist
or a team of young scientists for outstanding theoretical
or applied contributions to geodetic studies, particularly
in the four year period preceding the GA at which the
award is made. Scientists who are under 40 years of age
on December 31, of the year preceding the GA at which
the award is made, are eligible for the award. Nominations will be invited by the IAG Bureau from all National
Committees of IUGG member countries at least one year

ahead of the GA. The Prize is presented to the successful
candidate at the opening Plenary Session of the IAG
Assembly. He or she shall be invited to deliver a lecture
during the course of the IAG Assembly. Table 8 lists the
winners of the Bomford Prize. A few speeches of the
Bomford Prize winners are published in The Geodesist’s
Handbook (see Vol. 1980, 1988, 1996, 2000, 2004, and
this issue).
4.2 The Levallois Medal
The Levallois Medal was established in 1979 to honour
Jean-Jacques Levallois, and to recognize his outstanding
contribution to the IAG, particularly his long service as
Secretary General between 1960 and 1975. The award of
the Medal is made in recognition of distinguished service
to the Association, and/or to the science of geodesy in
general.
The Medal is normally awarded at four year intervals, on
the occasion of the GA of the IAG and IUGG; but the
award may be omitted if it is considered that there is no
candidature of sufficient merit, and an additional award
may be made at any time if justified by exceptional circumstances. A nomination for the award shall be made by
an ad hoc committee consisting of the IAG Honorary
Presidents and must be confirmed by the IAG Executive
Committee. Table 9 lists the winners of the Levallois
Medal. Some laudations for Levallois Medal winners are
in the Geodesist’s Handbook (see Vol. 1996, 2000, 2004,
and this issue).
4.3 The IAG Young Author Award
The purpose of the IAG Young Author Award is to draw
attention to important contributions by young scientists in
the Journal of Geodesy and to foster excellence in scientific writing. The applicant must be 35 years of age or
younger when submitting the paper for publication. The
paper must present the applicant’s own research, and
must have been published in the two annual volumes of
the Journal of Geodesy (JoG) preceding either the IAG
GA or the IAG SA. Although multiple author papers are
considered, single author papers are given more weight in
the selection process. Presentation of the awards will be
made at each IAG GA and each IAG SA.
For each two-year period the Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Geodesy will propose a minimum of three candidates for the award. In addition, proposals made by at
least three IAG Fellows or Associates will be considered
for the competition. The voting members of the IAG
Executive Committee will make the final selection. It will
be based on the importance of the scientific contribution,
which may be either theoretical or practical, and on the
quality of the presentation. The name and picture of the
award winner and a short biography are published in the

IAG Newsletter part of the Journal of Geodesy. The
winners of the Young Author Award are listed in
Table 10.

5. The Science Services Hosted by the IAG
The IAG is the home of a number of science services
whose goals include providing the user community with
various geodetic products and/or information and to
foster international cooperation. There are four types of
services, one related to (a) geometry, one to (b) gravity,
one to (c) both geometry and gravity and one to (d)
documentation and information. Table 11 contains the
IAG science services (in consistent with the new IAG ByLaws) with the address of their webpages, which are
listed in alphabetical order. There are two services among
them acting as „umbrella” service, that is the IERS over
the geometry related services and the IGFS over the
gravity related services.
The history of the IAG services is well documented, see
e.g. Mueller (1998), Beutler et al. (2004), and web-pages
of the services (see Table 11).

6. Fellows of the IAG
Past officers of the IAG shall be eligible for appointment
as Fellows and shall be invited to become such. In recognition for esteemed services rendered in different IAG
entities (EC, Commissions, Services, JoG, etc), these
types of „memberships” of the „Fellows of the International Association of Geodesy” were established in
1991. The EC makes these appointments by which scientists become affiliates of the IAG.
Table 12 lists the Fellows of the IAG appointed at the
IUGG/IAG GAs beginning in Vienna in 1991.
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